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The Toongabbie Story  
 

TOONGABBIE – Aboriginal tuga, meaning thick wood. 

In 1791 Gov. Phillip made Toon-gab-be the first place with the aboriginal name “by 

which the natives distinguish the spot.” The Tugagal clan had kept this land over 

generations. The convict farm on this site became Australia’s third settlement. For 

twelve years the harshly treated convicts cleared the forest and grew crops to feed 

the infant colony. Free men and women came to make this a thriving farm land. They 

were joined by new Aussies from all over the globe to create another Toongabbie, a 

place of trees.  

 

 
My collection of the historical data of the area of my residency continues.  

All the material here is for educational purposes only.  
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While the ancient tree no longer stands, it’s up to us to preserve the history it represents. 
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This was the original commemoration plaque. 

One day, to our great disbelief, we heard from Walter, our dear neighbour, 

that the plaque just disappeared overnight. It was believed, that it was stolen.   

Walter has reassured us, that he will approach the authorities, and report it, 

and so, the plaque needed to be replaced.  

Whenever I look at the new plaque, I remember the man, who was so diligently 

involved in the quest to engrave the history of the land, for the education of the 

present and future generations, while honouring and respecting the first Aboriginal  

peoples of Australia, from whom we learnt about the     

– tuga – the thick wood – the place of trees.  
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Page 1 of 1 map, on the inner side of  The Story of Toongabbie cover page. 
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Page 2 of 1 map on the inner side of  The Story of Toongabbie  cover page.  
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View on the Third Settlement from Peter Parade, Old Toongabbie in the 1990-s  
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Page 69 
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From the 1970s Travenol Laboratories,  today Baxter Healthcare Australia, the 

ground where Doris A. Sargeant lived for  twenty-three years.  
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block 32 on Old Windsor Road is the place of the 1878. Methodist Church  
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Inside page of back cover 1.  
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inside page of back cover 2. 
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Enlarged map of the Third Settlemant area.  

Our area from Peter Parade to Old Windsor Rd. was the property of G. Woodcock. 

There is no amount of appreciation and thank You, that can express the 

gratitude to the writer-historian Doris A. Sargeant for her educational work.  
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Doris A. Sargeant, 1975 

On the 17 June 1978, Doris A. Sargeant dedicated this copy of her historical 

research to Irene Szanto at Toongabbie Public School  

located on Fitzwilliam Road.  
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Some photos Down Memory Lane. Third Settlement area view, from Peter Parade. 

 
The Toongabbie Creek is winding under the thick shrubbery.  
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Winding deep behind the thick bush is the Toongabbie Creek 
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Student at Toongabbie Public School on Fitzwilliam Road , in 1976 

 
Student at St. Paul The Apostle Primary School, Winston Hills, from 1977 
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We only just planted, the today luxuriantly growing and  flowering, little Bottlebrushes.  
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During periods of heavy rainfall the little old bridge on Oakes Road would be 

emersed under the flash floods.  
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The milkman run into our Yucca plant a few times, so the Yucca had to go….. 

Despite the thick bushes along the Creek, there was still a clear view to the houses on the Winston Hills side of the 

Toongabbie Creek.  There was no concrete step edge - curb - on the road in Peter Parade yet.  
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As Paul Hogan would maybe say: This is a San Pedro cactus. It was growing dangerous, had to go. 
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Travenol Laboratories and the Oakes Road bridge area is in the background of this 

photo. Travenol Laboratories is now the Baxter Healthcare Australia.  
No concrete step edge -curb- on the road in Peter Parade yet.   
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I am telling You, behind me is the Creek, under that lush bush.  

I know, b’cause my Nanna and Fafa told me so.  
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Third Settlement Reserve view from Peter Parade 
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The Toongabbie Creek, deep under the thriving bush 
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On the top of the hill, St Paul the Apostle Catholic Primery School. View from Peter Parade.  
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Third Settlement Reserve view from Peter Parade 
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Our garden and view before the Bottlebrushes  

 
and now with the thriving Bottlebrushes. 
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As stated by the autor, the foundation for this book  was the work of  Doris A. Sargeant.  
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Toongabbie on 5. March, 1804.  
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Page 33     ---  The End 
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The back cover of these book 
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Picture taken in November, on holiday in Germany, around the time when Irene and Joseph will 

become the happiest Nanna and Fafa on this Earth.  
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Oakes Road and Baxter are at the far end on this photo  
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The outer cover of 

my other cherished book by Doris A. Sargeant 
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The front cover of the paperback  
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The inner side of the front cover 
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The road we travel daily, the James Ruse Drive 
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This book is a little hard to fit into my scanner, so pages are missing.  
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And some more knowledge for the lovers of History 
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“…he saw …… with the rebels at Toongabbie (apparently very active)….” 

-and so gaining the historical knowledge of the past, can go on, and on.  

As the famouse quote goes, by one of the renowned English poet, playwrtight and 

actor, and the world’s greatest dramatist, born in 1564 in the UK:  

- “What is past  is prologue. There is a history in all men’s lives.  
In scorn of nature, art gave lifeless life. “ – William Shakespeare .  
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The new Oakes Road bridge is, above the floodwaters now, 
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and Old Toongabbie is really a tranquil place of TREES.  
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At the Home of our ancestors : Budapesht  

 
In Budapest – pronounce Budapesht – like she, shein, shiraz, fish, wish, whish   
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B’cause Budapest is  correctly pronounced – Budapesht . 

I should know, as my mothernal grandfather was born in the  

county of Pesht --- Pest megye 

 

♣ ♣ ♣ 

Let this work be, just the beginning of much further research and 

preservation of all available data, about the history of the land we walk.  

⁂ ⁂ ⁂ 

I wish to extend my thanks to my granddaughters for providing review comments. 

Irene Szanto, 29. January 2022. 

Old Toongabbie 
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one page is always left empty, for  reminder that we should write, and write … 
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one page is to be left empty, for reminder to write, and write  

 
Parramatta Town Hall c. 1910  
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empty page for reminder to write  

 

 


